Royal Burgh of North Berwick Community Council
Minutes of Meeting held at 19.30 on
Tuesday 3rd March 2026   
in the Community Centre, Law Road
Present: Kenny Miller (Chairman), Sally Egan (Vice Chairman) (via Zoom), Christiane Maher (Treasurer), Bill MacNair, Colin Beveridge, Peter Hamilton, Ian Watson (via Zoom), Isobel Green (via Zoom), Jim Goodfellow, John Wellwood and Ross Richardson.
Also present: Judy Lockhart-Hunter (Minute Secretary) (via Zoom), Anna McAlinden (Local Press), Wilma Shaw (Member of the public), Tony Thomas (Member of the public)
	Agenda item
	Discussion
	 Action

	1 Welcome
	The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming all to the 5th meeting of the new term of the North Berwick Community Council.
	

	2 Apologies
    
   Absent
	Cllr Cetingez, ELC Cllr McFarlane

ELC Cllr Liz Allan and ELC Cllr Jeremy Findlay

	

	3 Previous Minutes
	3.1 Adoption of the Minutes of the meeting held on the 3rd of February had been circulated previously, was proposed by Cllr Maher and seconded by Cllr Wellwood. 
	

	4 Matters Arising
	9.1 Ethics and Standards Commission The Chairman confirmed that he had reported ELC Cllr McFarlane to the commission. He had received acknowledgement and would hear back in due course following their investigation. 
10.6 Defibrillators The Chairman had written to NB Fry to thank them for being the first business in the town to purchase a defibrillator for public use and in turn starting the domino effect which has seen the town get numerous more.
12.2 Children’s Crossing on Haddington Road Safety concerns were noted regarding the new raised table which forms part of the safer routes to school path to Law primary school. The crossing is understood to meet regulations, however, the Community Council agreed that its unmanned location poses a serious risk, particularly to young children who may cross the road in a hurry. It was agreed that Cllr MacNair would raise concerns at the next meeting of On the Move.
	

	5 Planning matters
	5.1 Planning applications were led by Cllr Maher.
5.2 The following new applications were viewed beforehand and, following a brief discussion, no comments were made:
	Location
	Description

	13 Couper Avenue
	Extension to house, formation of steps and raised platform

	6 Quadrant
	Replacement windows

	14 Lauder Rambling
	Extension to house

	1 Fidra Court
	Alterations, extensions to house, formation of dormers, hardstanding areas and steps

	Public Toilets Quality Street
	Installation of defibrillator cabinet

	Land South East Of 35 Clifford Road
	Renewal of planning permission 23/00159/P - Erection of 1 house, integral double garage and associated works

	1A Forth Street 
	Alterations to flat

	Linksforth 18 Westerdunes Park
	Erection of garden room/shed

	1 Carlekemp Abbotsford Road
	Installation of EV charger

	Bass Rock
	Installation of ground mounted solar panels and cameras

	11 Victoria Road
	Alterations to roof, installation of roof windows and formation of 2 dormers







5.3 The following new applications were viewed, discussed and commented on as follows –
	Location
	Description

	Drift Tantallon
	Erection of buildings for cafe (class 3) with outdoor seating area, installation of 2 saunas units, 2 plunge pools, bin stores, siting of 2 snack vans, and associated works (Retrospective)

	
Comment: following discussion it was agreed to make no comment on the main part of this application however, comment would be made in objection to the sauna to be situated at the front of the site, and a request made for screening to be created to improve the overall appearance of the site, from the road.

Separately, it was noted that this business had been a significant success story; encouraging tourism and employing over 40 local people, many of whom were young.





5.4 Decisions since last meeting –
	Location
	Description
	ELC Decision

	33 Clifford Road North 
	Erection of garage
	Granted

	22 Stair Park
	Certificate of lawfulness for erection of conservatory
	Granted

	Law Cottage 1 Dundas Avenue
	Extension to house, erection of garden room and gates
	Granted

	18 St Margarets Road
	Erection of fencing and gates for a temporary period of 1 year (Retrospective)
	Refused


	26 Westgate
	Alterations to flat
	Granted

	Flat 4 10 West Bay Road
	Alterations to building
	Refused


	West Pines Strathearn Road
	Alterations, extensions to house, erection of shed, summerhouse and gates and formation of hardstanding area
	Granted

	17 South Hamilton Road 
	Extension to house, heightening of garage roof and formation of raised platform
	Granted

	49 Mcleod Green
	Formation of dormer
	Withdrawn


.

	6 Treasurer’s Report
	6.1 Cllr Egan confirmed that the transactions recorded in the February minutes were accurate.
6.2 The Treasurer confirmed that the following transactions had occurred to/from NBCC bank account, held by Royal Bank of Scotland  – Expenditure: Big Wet Fish (relating to NBCC website) £95.99, Zurich (insurance) £399.49, Tall Hut (relating to NBCC website) £120 and Big Wet Fish £42.
6.3 Gullane Area CC had been sent funds relating to the Association of East Lothian Community Councils however, this would appear in the March statement.
6.4 It was noted that the insurance premium this year was significantly higher than last year and whilst several high value items have been added to the insurance policy in recent times, it was agreed that the Chairman would seek additional quotations for next year’s renewal.
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	7 Parking Management Proposals
	7.1 Cllr Wellwood had set up a subgroup to work on the possibility of legal challenging the parking proposals in the court of session. Despite significant efforts from all in the group, the timescale allowed for legal challenges relating to Planning Decisions and Judicial Review is six weeks. The group were unable to launch proceedings within the timeframe.
7.2 Judicial Review could be an option, however, at this stage it is understood that this would come with the same six-week time constraint which has now passed.
7.3 ELC’s complaints process can see complaints being assessed by the independent Ombudsman. Members of the subgroup have submitted Stage 1 complaints to ELC Chief Exec Laurence Rockey as well as the Customer Feedback Team at ELC, who deal with complaints. It is understood many members of the public have also begun this process too. Following Stage 1, there is Stage 2 and then Stage 3 is the Ombudsman.
7.4 Another option is to take the case to the Planning and Environmental Appeals Division (DPEA). It is understood that a Scottish Government Minister is required to make this request. Cllr Wellwood would write to our MSP’s for support in this.
7.5 Media attention covering the proposals was being sought. It was agreed that East Lothian Courier had been very supportive in covering the story. 
7.6 In the last week, the parking proposals were featured on the BBC, the radio and covered nationally in the Telegraph. 
7.7 The Sunday Times will shortly print a piece considering how North Berwick, the town they named Best Place to Live in the UK, in 2024, has found its High Street under threat from the ELC parking proposals.
7.8 It is understood that STV are interested in covering the story.
7.9 It was suggested that NBCC request that the ELC Chief Exec Laurance Rockey attends the next NBCC meeting.
7.10 Significant volumes of freedom of information requests have been submitted to ELC on this subject. It was stated by Cllr Wellwood, that requests to date have shown that ELC have not adhered to the Road Traffic Act, but we are currently not in a position to stop them.
7.11 NBCC noted that it did not condone the vandalism which had occurred to the parking meters around the town.
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	8 Health & Wellbeing Association
	8.1 The Association have not met since the last NBCC meeting.
8.2 A flyer has been produced to advertise Living Your Best Life, the festival set to celebrate resources that older people bring to the town, taking place on April 27th.
8.3 Details have been circulated to members of NBCC regarding Parenting Workshops hosted by North Berwick Christian Fellowship. The workshops aim to assist parents in helping their children deal with struggles including anxiety and mental health concerns.
8.4 Details of defibrillator locations have been prepared on posters by Together in Health. It is hoped that these will be up by the end of March/beginning of April. The group are awaiting the NB Fry defibrillator being moved outside the public toilets. It was noted that not all defibrillators in the town were listed on the poster as some are privately owned.
8.5 Information regarding how to get medical assistance out of hours would be made available during the Living Your Best Life festival as well as details outlining the medical services provided at the Edington, in a bid to raise awareness. It was suggested details should be posted to every house in the town and Cllr Egan confirmed this was something being looked at by the Area Partnership.
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	9 North Berwick Coastal Area Partnership
	9.1 Brett Walker, Chairman of the On the Move group that sits within the Area Partnership has announced his intention to stand down. The Chairman thanked Brett on behalf of NBCC for his hard work, whilst serving in the role. 

9.2 On the Move has a vacant position for the role of Chairman. Interested parties should contact the Area Partnership.

9.3 Roads budget has been allocated to resurface the road between the Glen Golf Club and the sewage works.

	

	10 Town of Culture 2028
	10.1 Cllr Richardson gave a presentation on the competition.

10.2 The objective of the competition is to create a 6-month programme for implementation in 2028, which promotes cultural activity. Ideas for North Berwick include themes such as pilgrims, witch trials, famous writers, Biarritz of the North, golf culture, architecture and natural environment (Bass Rock, NB Law and Garden of Scotland). 

10.3 The subgroup is working to pull together an expression of interest and if the town is successful is being shortlisted, public meetings will be held.

10.4 To aid the expression of interest, meetings and engagement is underway with many stakeholders including MP, MSP’s and North Berwick Community Groups.

10.5 ELC Chief Exec Laurance Rockey would prefer North Berwick, Haddington and Dunbar to submit one joint bid rather than three individual bids. A meeting is set to discuss this on the 4th of March; however, it was noted that the priority for NBCC was doing what was right for North Berwick so it will need to be determined whether there is enough synergy between the 3 towns collectively to submit a suitable bid collectively.

10.6 A meeting to decide how to proceed, is likely to be set in advance of the 31st of March which is the date for expressions of interest to be received. 2 weeks’ notice will be given by NBCC of any public meeting.
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	11 Correspondence
	11.1 Television show, The Repair Shop on the Road are potentially interested in repairing the historic lamp post on Quality Street. The program is not currently being filmed but is being recommissioned in the Spring. NB Heritage have provided a letter of support, to accompany the Chairman’s application, which includes information on the lamppost.
11.2 A letter had been received from Girl Guides requesting funds to support Guides across the county but including some from North Berwick. It was noted that NBCC are not a grant giving body and they would be referred to other options that may be able to assist.
11.3 A letter had been received asking NBCC to consider Berwick Bank wind farm which has been approved by the Scottish Government and will have potentially significant effects on the seabird population around North Berwick. Some concern was noted by members of NBCC however, it was agreed that as the windfarm was set to be built outside the boundary of NBCC’s jurisdiction, no comment would be made.
	


	12 Any other competent business
	12.1 No items were raised.

	


	13 Date of Next Meeting
	Tuesday 7th April at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre.
	









Kenny Miller, Chairman
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