Royal Burgh of North Berwick Community Council
Minutes of Meeting held at 19.30 on
Tuesday 3rd February 2026   
in the Community Centre, Law Road
Present: Kenny Miller (Chairman), Sally Egan (Vice Chairman), Bill MacNair, Colin Beveridge, Christiane Maher (Treasurer), Peter Hamilton, Ian Watson (via Zoom), Julie Cetingez (via zoom), Isobel Green (via Zoom), Jim Goodfellow, John Wellwood and Ross Richardson.
Also present: Judy Lockhart-Hunter (Minute Secretary), ELC Cllr Carol Mcfarlane (left during agenda item 9), Anna McAlinden (Local Press), Alison Clark (Member of the public), Kirsty Towler (Member of the public), Jackie Shuttleworth (Fringe by the Sea) (left after FBTS item) and Rory Steel (Fringe by the Sea) (left after FBTS item).
	Agenda item
	Discussion
	 Action

	1 Welcome
	The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming all to the 4th meeting of the new term of the North Berwick Community Council.
	

	2 Apologies
    
   Absent
	Doug Haig (ELC) and ELC Cllr Jeremy Findlay

ELC Cllr Liz Allan

	

	3. Fringe by the Sea 2026
	3.1 Jackie Shuttleworth and Rory Steel confirmed that plans were well underway for FBTS 2026 with the first big acts having already been announced.

3.2 They had invited Lodge residents to attend the NBCC meeting if they wished to hear the update.

3.3 Letters had been delivered to residents ‘most impacted by FBTS operations to outline proposed impact measures.

3.4 FBTS are working with ELC’s Safety Advisory Group and are proposing to suspend parking on both sides of St Baldreds Road and St Baldreds Crescent. There will be additional blue badge parking spaces in the area. Increased signage would be erected to encourage general parking at the High School. Members of the public at the meeting suggested signs should be bigger than last year and suggestions for advertising the High School car park in the program and on the FBTS website were taken on board by FBTS.

3.5 Happy Bus will provide private return bus services on weekends and Thursday night. Bus services will be available to Edinburgh (stopping at Longniddry), Haddington, Dunbar and Glasgow.

3.6 Golf buggies will be on site to help people with accessibility needs and FBTS are working with Beach Wheelchairs to offer mobile changing facilities. Subtitles will be available for spoken events.

3.7 The noise hotline will be available again this year and locals will be offered ‘Don’t Park Here’ signs for their driveways. This was welcomed.

3.8 As FBTS has grown, they are seeing more people attend the festival from outwith East Lothian compared with previous years. 

3.9 Concern was raised regarding cars driving along St Baldreds Road at increased speeds when parked cars were removed. Jackie Shuttleworth and Rory Steel agreed to raise this with ELC and request slowdown signs.

	

	4 Previous Minutes
	4.1 Adoption of the Minutes of the meeting held on the 6th of January which had been circulated previously, was proposed by Cllr Hamilton and seconded by Cllr Richardson. 
	

	5 Matters Arising
	11.1 NB heritage have taken out insurance on the telephone cabins. They have requested that NBCC consider contributing towards the £270 cost. NBCC voted against contributing. 
11.2 Common Good Consultation – NBCC had received confirmation that both recent applications to the fund (Local Veterans looking to set up a local park run and North Berwick Rotary to arrange an exhibition) had been approved by ELC, with the Veterans receiving full funding and the Rotary application receiving part funding.
12.5 Defibrillators – The Chairman advised that the defibrillator and box at North Berwick Harbour was now installed.
	

	6 Police Report
	6.1 The police report had been received by the Chairman and circulated to NBCC members in advance of the meeting. It was noted that the report provided very little information so there was little to comment on.
6.2 Car thefts were noted as having taken place in the town recently. Residents were reminded that they should call 999 if they note any instances of suspicious activity. The police are currently not always called.
6.3 Cllr MacNair requested that the increased graffiti around the town was raised at the next CAP meeting. 
6.4 Cllr Egan raised an incidence where masked men were present in Barley Brae and police had attended. There appeared to be a discrepancy over whether there was a formal record of police attending and it was agreed this would be followed up.  
	




CB/PH

CB

	7 Planning matters
	7.1 Planning applications were led by Cllr Maher.
7.2 The following new applications were viewed beforehand and, following a brief discussion, no comments were made:
	Location
	Description

	9 Glasclune Gardens
	Installation of solar panels

	33 Clifford Road North 
	Erection of garage

	Garden Ground Of 33 Clifford Road
	Erection of 1 house and associated works

	25 St Baldred's Road
	Extension to house and formation of dormers

	26 Westgate
	Alterations to flat

	Law Cottage 1 Dundas Avenue
	Extension to house, erection of garden room and gates

	9 Redholm Greenheads Road
	Change of use of flat to short term holiday let

	Flat 4 10 West Bay Road
	Alterations to building

	West Pines Strathearn Road
	Alterations, extensions to house, erection of shed, summerhouse and gates and formation of hardstanding area

	17 South Hamilton Road 
	Extension to house, heightening of garage roof and formation of raised platform

	5-17 High Street
	Erection of bin stores and barrel store

	2 Law Road
	Alterations to building, display of advertisements and alternations to building and installation of signage








7.3 The following new applications were viewed, discussed and commented on as follows –
	Location
	Description

	18 St Margarets Road
	Erection of fencing and gates for a temporary period of 1 year (Retrospective)

	
Comment: following discussion it was agreed not to comment on this 
application.



	

	18 St Margarets Road
	Alterations, extensions to house, in part to form ancillary residential accommodation and associated works

	Comment: It was agreed that Cllr Maher will write to ELC to question the use/intention of the ancillary residential accommodation and request that this additional information is added to the application. The difference between the CGI drawings and reality would also be questioned and clarification would be sought from ELC regarding whether the application form needs to be completed in full. In this case it hasn't.



7.5 Decisions since last meeting –
	Location
	Description
	ELC Decision

	8 Dundas Avenue
	Erection of garden room for use as hairdressing studio (Class 1A), erection of shed, pergola, fencing, installation of raised decked area with steps (Retrospective)
	Granted

	9 And 9B Marine Parade
	Alterations to 2 flats to form 1 house, alterations to double garage, formation of vehicular access and associated works
	Granted

	1 Rhodes Farmhouse Lime Grove
	Erection of garden pod
	Granted

	18 St Margarets Road 
	Demolition of fencing and wall
	CAC Granted

	
	Alterations, extensions to house, part to form ancillary residential accommodation and associated works
	Withdrawn

	
	 
	 

	9 York Road
	Alterations, extension to house, formation of hardstanding area and associated works
	Granted

	10 Lady Jane Gardens
	Extension to house
	Granted

	7 Glasclune Gardens
	Replacement doors and windows
	Granted

	Marly Lodge Marly Knowe Windygates Road
	Replacement windows
	Granted

	1 Sainthill Court 
	Extensions to house, formation of raised patio area
	Granted

	Nether Abbey Hotel 20 Dirleton Avenue
	Erection of porch, siting of storage container for staff room facility and associated works
	Granted

	2 Quality Street
	Installation of defibrillator cabinet
	Withdrawn




	8 Treasurer’s Report
	8.1 Cllr Cetingez confirmed that the transactions recorded in the January minutes were accurate.
8.2 The Treasurer confirmed that the following transactions had occurred to/from NBCC bank account, held by Royal Bank of Scotland  – Expenditure: £105 for installation of the new defibrillator at the harbour (it was slightly more than previously agreed due to complexity of the job). 
8.3 The Chairman has requested Gullane CC bank details to transfer AELCC funds. 
	


SE/JC

KM

	9 Parking Management Proposals
	9.1 Following ELC Cllr McFarlane requesting proof from NBCC that ‘the majority of North Berwick residents don’t support parking charges’, the Chairman had written to her, for proof that they did; to establish what led her to vote in favour of parking charges whilst representing the views of residents. The Chairman had received a reply advising that ELC Cllr McFarlane was not prepared to answer to NBCC why she voted the way she did. She was also not prepared to comment on her statement which the Chairman described as ‘misleading and inaccurate’, which she made at the ELC meeting in December. 
9.2 The Chairman advised that he was disappointed in ELC Cllr McFarlane’s position given that NBCC is made up of local constituents who she is employed to represent and suggested the matter should be referred to the Ethics and Standards Commission. No objections were received.  
9.3 The Chairman had written to ELC to clarify what the Parking Management Scheme would be measured against to determine its success at the one-year review. Peter Forsyth at ELC had replied to the Chairman. The information provided regarding what the review would cover failed to include any consideration for the impact on High Street businesses, residents living in the zones or anything else that impacted local people. The Chairman raised concerns to Tom Reid at ELC who agreed these items should be included. The Chairman is hopeful that the scope of the review will be updated accordingly.
9.4 Cllr Wellwood advised that he had confirmed with ELC that no impact assessment had been carried out, considering the impact of the parking proposals on local businesses.
9.5 Cllr Maher had been in touch with Peter Forsyth in relation to the parking meters being larger than proposed in the design statement and, numerous examples where they had been stationed to allow only 112cm of usable pavement space, in breach of the 120cm noted as a planning condition. Cllr Maher had asked Peter Forsyth why ELC expected private owners to comply with planning conditions if they could not themselves comply. No response had been received.
9.6 There is a county wide petition against the parking proposals which currently stands in excess of 2800 signatures. 
9.7 A meeting is to be held in Haddington on Friday 06.02.26 opposing the parking proposals.
9.8 It was noted that some residents who have had the tall signage poles erected outside their houses have complained to ELC. ELC are removing the poles where the sign can be fixed to a wall, with the owner’s permission. It was not known what ELC would be doing with poles which they would need to remove. Members were saddened at the cost implications.
9.9 It was noted that a signage pole had been erected close to the cycle rack outside Law Cycles, preventing the rack from being used and which would need to be moved at further expense. 
9.10 Dismay was expressed at the signage poles installed outside Abbey Church and St Andrews Blackadder. It was noted that the St Andrews Blackadder pole was not in its correct spot as per their planning application. The feeling was that both poles and the adjacent meter outside Abbey should be moved. A member of the public stated that the Council had not followed statutory obligations around listed buildings.
9.11 Members of the public stated that an environmental impact assessment completed in advance of the poles being installed could have seen the meters and sign poles placed far more sensibly. 
9.12 Other signage poles around the town had been erected between trees and under tree canopies, these signs won’t be seen when the trees bloom.
9.13 Sadness and annoyance was expressed around the significant costs ELC had incurred to get to this point, and the further costs that would be required to correct the thoughtless work.
9.14 A member of the public advised that they had submitted a freedom of information requestion under the environmental impact regulations relating to the impact of certain types of developments and whether an environment impact assessment was required. ELC had returned a one-page STANTEC document which stated everything was fine. It was noted that STANTEC reports have historically been inaccurate.  
9.15 The Association of East Lothian Community Council’s are awaiting all Community Council’s in the area meeting, to determine whether they have a mandate to submit a ‘Vote of No Confidence’ in the Councillors of East Lothian who voted for the scheme. The Chairman has advised the Association that NBCC are in favour.
9.16 Cllr Wellwood has submitted two FOI requests and called upon ELC to stop progressing the scheme whilst the errors they have made along the way are resolved. ELC declined the request.
9.17 Cllr Wellwood requested that NBCC set up a subgroup to work on an appeal to the DPEA reporter who are an arm’s length organisation who would have conducted a public hearing had ELC not bypassed this part of the consultation process.  This was agreed.
9.18 ELC Cllr McFarlane asked the Chairman whether she was to be reported to the Standards Commission. The Chairman reconfirmed this action. ELC Cllr McFarlane advised NBCC that this was ‘totally unacceptable’ and left the meeting. 
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	10 Health & Wellbeing Association
	10.1 The Association is planning a festival on April 27th, to celebrate good things going on in the area, particularly for older people. The festival will celebrate the resources that older people bring to the community and how they add to the cultural environment.
10.2 Cllr Egan would be raising with the GP surgery, a communication issue whereby, not all residents are aware that nebulizers are no longer available at the Edington. During surgery hours, patients should contact the surgery for assistance and out of hours or in emergencies, 999 should be dialed. 
10.3 Together in Health have bought 12 defibrillators for the whole of the North Berwick Coastal ward. Funding was going to be in place for maintenance costs subject to strict criteria regarding the accessibility of defibrillators and them being housed in an unlocked box.
10.4 In North Berwick, Cllr Hamilton and his wife maintain all public access defibrillators. NBCC currently have access to funds for defibrillators maintenance however, when this is exhausted, the town will currently fail the eligibility criteria for Together in Health funding owing to our defibrillators being in locked boxes.
10.5 Together in Health were producing a new list of publicly accessible defibrillators around the town.
10.6 The defibrillator in North Berwick Fry is to be moved outdoors. A planning application is to be submitted shortly for the defibrillator to be installed on the wall of the public toilets on Quality Street. It was agreed the Chairman would write to NB Fry to thank them for being the first business in the town to purchase a defibrillator for public use and in turn starting the domino effect which has seen the town get numerous more.
10.7 Nether Abbey Hotel had a defibrillator but the hotel is currently closed and therefore inaccessible. New owners, Buzzworks, have agreed they will put a defibrillator outside of the building. 
10.8 The Marine Hotel has a defibrillator which is held in the spa and moved to reception, each evening when the spa closes. The Hotel are happy for the public to access the defibrillator if required. Cllr Egan working to encourage the hotel to move the defibrillator outside into an unlocked box for ease of access. 
10.9 New first responders are undergoing training and should be operational from June.
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	11 Correspondence
	11.1 There has been no correspondence received that required to be raised.
	


	12 Any other competent business
	12.1 Cllr Richardson outlined a competition launched by the UK Government to mirror the City of Culture, known as Town of Culture. Stage one involves submitting an expression of interest by the end of March. Following success at this stage, £60k will be awarded to shortlisted towns to create a ‘program of cultural activity’. The winning town will receive £3m with 2 runners up each receiving £250k. Cllr Beveridge and Cllr Wellwood to support Cllr Richardson with scoping an expression of interest and anyone else who would like to help should get in touch. 

12.2 Safety concerns were noted regarding the new raised table which forms part of the safer routes to school path to the primary school. It was agreed that members would look at the area and consider taking concerns to On The Move.
	
RR







	13 Date of Next Meeting
	Tuesday 3rd March at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre.
	









Kenny Miller, Chairman
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