Royal Burgh of North Berwick Community Council
DRAFT Minutes of Meeting held at 19.30 on
Tuesday 6th January 2026   
in the Community Centre, Law Road
Present: Kenny Miller (Chairman), Sally Egan (Vice Chairman), Colin Beveridge, Christiane Maher (Treasurer) (via zoom), Peter Hamilton, Ian Watson (via Zoom), Julie Cetingez, Isobel Green (via Zoom), Jim Goodfellow, John Wellwood and Ross Richardson.
Also present: Judy Lockhart-Hunter (Minute Secretary), ELC Cllr Jeremy Findlay, Anna McAlinden (Local Press) (via zoom), Alan Jonstone (North Berwick Football Club), Martin Brown (North Berwick Football Club), Allison Clark (Member of the public) and Kirsty Towler (Member of the public). 
	Agenda item
	Discussion
	 Action

	1 Welcome
	The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming all to the 3rd meeting of the new term of the North Berwick Community Council.
	

	2 Apologies
    
   Absent
	Cllr Bill Macnair, Doug Haig (ELC) and ELC Cllr Carol Macfarlane

ELC Cllr Liz Allan

	

	3 Previous Minutes
	3.1 Adoption of the Minutes of the meeting held on the 2nd December which had been circulated previously, subject to minor amendments which were discussed and agreed, was proposed by Cllr Wellwood and seconded by Cllr Hamilton. 
	

	4 North Berwick Football Club

Alan Johnstone and Martin Brown (Chairman) 
	4.1 Alan and Martin shared a powerpoint presentation on screen and took NBCC through a brief history of the 30 year old North Berwick Football Club (NBFC). Supported by hundreds of parent coaches, the club has provided football coaching to thousands of children across the years and today.

4.2 In order to continue developing, the club believes that it must gain another football pitch to increase coaching/playing capacity and introduce an adult’s football team.

4.3 Currently, NBFC offers football for girls and boys up to age 18. Thereafter, players must join adult football teams around the county or in Edinburgh to continue playing.

4.4 NBFC wants two adults’ teams, an under 20’s team and the other, the ‘senior’ team which would be 20+.

4.5 NBFC has approx. 500 players including 100 girls. Girls play in dual age teams, and such is the demand for boys teams, that many age groups have multiple teams. Based on the number of new houses across the North Berwick Coastal area, NBFC expects to hit 600 plays within 3-4 years. To accommodate the increase in numbers, with current football pitch capacity, NBFC would have to introduce waiting lists.

4.6 NBFC play the football pitches across North Berwick to capacity, and this allows each team to play once a week. This is not conducive to what is required to bring out the best in the players and the teams. Opposition teams train twice a week.

4.7 Whilst NBFC have produced successful players who play professionally and regionally, the lack of training capacity forces the best players to leave NBFC to join other teams. 

4.8 North Berwick is the largest town in East Lothian not to have an adult’s team in the East of Scotland league.

4.9 The NBFC vision would see the u20’s and adult teams both playing in the East of Scotland league under SFA registration and within the Scottish football pyramid. This is the official channel to be part of ‘senior’ football in Scotland.

4.91 In order for children to be able to train twice a week where required, increase the number of children playing for NBFC as well as introduce the adults’ teams, a new pitch is required. To be a part of the SFA adult league, the football pitch must meet specific requirements; the pitch must be fenced off and additional facilities including changing rooms available.

4.92 The favored solution would be for a new pitch meeting the SFA requirements to be built on the North Berwick Trust land beside North Berwick High School, on Grange Road. NBFC would like the pitch to be used by the school during the day to maximise its value to the community, as well as meet the rules around its land designation of ‘Educational Purposes’.

4.93 NBFC’s next steps are to publicise their vision across the community, speak to NBHS, identify funding sources as well as finalise a formal draft proposition to take to the Trust and other partners, around Easter time.

4.94 NBFC would like to have their new pitch in time for the 2027/28 football season starting.

4.95 NBFC are keen to receive feedback, views and any other suggestions regarding their plans.

	

	5 Matters Arising
	12.5 Defibrillators – The Chairman advised that the defibrillator box purchased by North Berwick Harbour Trust (NBHT) was due to be installed on the 9th of January. 
	CB/PH

	6 Police Report
	6.1 No police report has been received for this month. NBCC would follow up on this. 
	


	7 Planning matters
	7.1 The December planning applications were led by Cllr Maher.
7.2 The following new applications were viewed beforehand and, following a brief discussion, no comments were made:
1 Sainthill Court  - Extensions to house, formation of raised patio area
15-17 High Street  - Erection of bin stores 
Nether Abbey Hotel 20 Dirleton Avenue - Erection of porch, siting of storage container for staff room facility and associated works

7.3 There were no applications on List B. 
7.4 It was brought to the attention of NBCC that another planning application had been lodged in December however, due to a technical problem with the Council’s Planning Portal, the application had not been shared with NBCC members to allow an informed view to be taken. NBCC members will consider the application concerning the defibrillator at the Beehive at mid-month and update at March’s meeting.
7.5 Decisions since last meeting –
16 Eeles Mount – Extension to house - granted
13 Couper Avenue – Extension to house, erection of wall, formation of steps and raised platform – granted
1 Bank Street – Demolition of fencing and gate – granted
1 Bank Street – Installation of roof windows to house, formation of vehicular access, hardstanding area, erection of walls, steps and gates – granted
10 Whitecross Bow – Extension to house – granted
5 St Baldreds Crescent – Alterations, extensions to house, erection of fencing, gates and car port  – granted
6 Glasclune Gardens – Erection of sunroom, shed, installation of solar panels, external battery store and canopy – granted
103 Lochbridge Road – Change of use of flat to short term holiday let (Retrospective) – granted
7 Westerdunes Park – Alterations to house – granted
West Links Golf Course Abbotsford Road – Coastal reinforcement and protection works, including installation of gabion baskets, mattresses, reinstatement of existing gabions, dune reinstatement and associated works - granted

	

	8 Treasurer’s Report
	8.1 8.2 Cllr Cetingez confirmed that the transactions recorded in the December minutes were accurate.
8.2 The Treasurer confirmed that the following transactions had occurred to/from NBCC bank account, held by Royal Bank of Scotland  – Expenditure: £155.88 to the Chairman to reimburse him for the annual subscription to Zoom. Income: £39.20 was received from ELC. 
	


SE/JC

	9 Parking Management Proposals
	9.1 The Chairman had been unable to attend the meeting on Thursday, 4th of December in Haddington whereby, East Lothian Council Councillors, had been invited to listen to Community Councils across East Lothian give their views on parking charges.
9.2 The Chairman has written to ELC to clarify what the Parking Management Scheme would be measured against to determine its success at the one-year review. He has not received a reply. 
9.3 Following Cllr McFarlane requesting proof from NBCC that ‘the majority of North Berwick residents don’t support parking charges’, the Chairman has written to her, for proof that they did; to establish what led her to vote in favour of parking charges whilst representing the views of residents. He has not received a reply.
9.4 The Chairman was aware that a paper had been sent out by the Chief Executive of East Lothian Council, Laurence Rockey, to Community Councils, about the Parking Proposals however, he had not received it. Cllr McFarlane confirmed that a paper had been sent out and that she would have it sent to the Chairman. When this was not received, the Chairman followed up and independently confirmed that NBCC had never received the communication which was addressed only to Community Council’s in areas where parking charges were being considered. The Chairman has written to the Chief Executive to confirm how the incorrect statement will be corrected. He has yet to receive a reply. 
9.5 The Chairman had posted on the Community Council Facebook page, details of the Council meeting and each of the ELC Councillors contribution including how they voted. It was noted that the post had not received much engagement and further attempts would be made to share the information. 
9.6 Work on the Parking scheme in the town has begun, despite a Freedom of Information request from two weeks ago submitted by Cllr Wellwood, advising that nothing had been purchased in relation to the scheme yet. Concerns were raised regarding the number of poles which had arrived for signage particularly in the conservation area. NBCC feel strongly that the signs do not uphold the Council’s duty to ensure that anything passed through planning either preserves or enhances the area. Cllr Findlay would follow up with ELC regarding why so many poles were required. It was agreed that the Chairman would write to ELC on behalf of NBCC and object to the number of poles. 
9.7 Concerns were repeated regarding disabled access on streets with numerous poles in the pavement.
9.8 It was felt unfair that employees of East Lothian Council would receive parking permits and thus avoid parking charges.
9.9 The Association of East Lothian Community Council’s were due to meet next week and there is an item on their agenda to consider making a Vote of No Confidence in the Councillors of East Lothian who voted for the scheme. All but 1 member of NBCC voted in favour of this motion and the Chairman will vote accordingly at the AELCC meeting.
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	10 Health & Wellbeing Association
	10.1 Cllr Egan confirmed that there had been no meeting since the last update. 
10.2 The next meeting is scheduled for January 27th, 2026.
10.3 The Association is planning a festival in April/May to celebrate good things going on in the area, particularly for older people. The festival will celebrate the resources that older people bring to the community and how they add to the cultural environment.
	

SE

	11 Correspondence
	11.1 NB Heritage – A query had been received regarding insurance for the telephone cabins/kiosks beside Royal Mail. It was understood that the lease of the cabins was with NB Heritage and this, was a matter for them.
11.2 Common Good Consultation – the Common Good Fund was previously dealt with solely by ELC Councillors within the ward of each Fund however, this has changed and all ELC Councillors representing an area with a fund will take part; with views considered from the corresponding CC’s. Two applications required consideration.
11.3 Application 1 was from local Veterans applying for £1k to set up a local park run. Concern was noted that the proposed running route was out with the Community Councils boundaries which was a requirement of funding.
11.4 Application 2 was from North Berwick Rotary Club. £7k was requested to organise an exhibition in the Hope Rooms. It was agreed that there wasn’t sufficient information to form a view on this application.
11.5 Cllr Egan proposed that NBCC considering documenting parameters for decision making in relation to the Common Good to ensure that decision making was not based on members opinions. It was agreed that this was a good idea.
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	12 Any other competent business
	12.1 18 St Margarets Road –  the planning application for this property had been withdrawn. 

12.2 The 50th anniversary of NBCC was discussed. It had previously been intended that NBCC would fund a replacement tree at Quality Street and put up a plaque however, ELC had independently planted a small tree. It wasn’t immediately clear whether 2025 or 2026 was the anniversary year.
12.3 NBCC members will undertake Community Council training by April.
12.4 Cllr Cetingez was thanked for preparing a powerpoint for the town projector showing photos from the Santa run, Christmas lights, loony dook and the community ceilidh. It was agreed that the presentation would be left on for a couple of weeks.
12.5 A date to turn off the final Christmas tree lights would be arranged shortly.
	










	13 Date of Next Meeting
	Tuesday 3rd February at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre.
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