Royal Burgh of North Berwick Community Council
Minutes of Meeting held at 19.30 on
Tuesday 2nd December 2025   
in the Community Centre, Law Road
Present: Kenny Miller (Chairman), Sally Egan (Vice Chairman), Colin Beveridge, Christiane Maher (Treasurer), Peter Hamilton, Bill Macnair, Ian Watson (via Zoom), Julie Cetingez (via Zoom), Isobel Green (via Zoom), Jim Goodfellow and John Wellwood
Also present: Judy Lockhart-Hunter (Minute Secretary), Doug Haig (ELC), ELC Cllr Carol McFarlane, Anna McAlinden (Local Press), Allison Clark (Member of the public)
	Agenda item
	Discussion
	 Action

	1 Welcome
	The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming all to the 2nd meeting of the new term of the North Berwick Community Council.
	

	2 Apologies
    
   Absent
	Cllr Ross Richardson and  ELC Cllr Jeremy Findlay 

ELC Cllr Liz Allan 

	

	3 Previous Minutes
	3.1 Adoption of the Minutes of the meeting held on the 4th November subject to minor amendments to the wording of items 9.4 and 9.6, which had been circulated previously, was proposed by Cllr Macnair and seconded by Cllr Beveridge.
	

	4 Matters Arising
	7.3 4 Law Road And The Glebe Field 25/01086/P, 25/00919/LBC – after lengthy discussion, particularly around whether private open space was subject to the same rules as public open space as per the Local Development Plan, it was agreed that no objection would be lodged. It was felt that should the planning application not meet the rules then the Planning dept at ELC would enforce these.  

12.5 Defibrillators – The Chairman confirmed that North Berwick Harbour Trust (NBHT) had purchased a new box for the defibrillator at the harbour to replace the current one which is defective. The cost for the box was £580. NBHT asked if NBCC would fund the installation. The Chairman had collected two quotes. It was agreed to go ahead with the cheaper quote which was £80+VAT – the installer came by recommendation from Together in Health. As per guidance, the box would not be locked.

	

	5 Police Report
	5.1 This month’s abbreviated police report, which had been circulated beforehand, was taken as read. It was noted that only one CAPP priority was listed (bike theft) rather than the usual three. 
5.2 There had not been a CAPP meeting since the last meeting of the Community Council. The next CAPP meeting will be held on 10th December.
5.3 It was noted that there was a concerning amount of car theft in the town. This would be raised at CAPP.
5.4 Pavement parking was raised as an ongoing problem: particularly affecting people with access requirements and dog walkers. This would be raised at CAPP.
	


	6 Planning matters
	6.1 The October planning applications were led by Cllr Maher.
6.2 The following new applications had been viewed beforehand and, following a brief discussion, no comments were made:
8 Dundas Avenue - Erection of garden room for use as hairdressing studio (Class 1A), erection of shed, pergola, fencing, installation of raised decked area with steps (Retrospective)
9 and 9B Marine Parade - Alterations to 2 flats to form 1 house, alterations to double garage, formation of vehicular access and associated works
1 Bank Street - Demolition of fencing and gate
Marly Lodge Marly Knowe Windygates Road - Replacement windows
7 Glasclune Gardens - Replacement doors and windows
10 Lady Jane Gardens - Extension to house
49 Mcleod Green - Formation of dormer
3 Frampton Court 26 Dirleton Avenue - Replacement windows
16 Eeles Mount - Extension to house
13 Couper Avenue - Extension to house, erection of wall, formation of steps and raised platform

6.3 The following new applications were viewed, discussed and commented on as follows –
9 York Road – Alterations, extension to house, formation of hardstanding area and associated works: no concerns noted
Drift Tantallon – Section 42 application to vary condition 1 of planning permission 20/00391/P to extend the time period for a further 5 years: Following discussion, it was agreed by majority vote, to object to this planning application and request that the site is tidied up.
18 St Margarets Road  – Demolition of fencing and wall
Alterations, extensions to house, part to form ancillary residential accommodation and associated works: It was agreed to write to the Planning dept and object to formalities of the planning process not being adhered to correctly eg. the application form was missing mandatory information and photo attachments were not a true reflection of the property nor the changes.

6.4 Decisions since last meeting –
St Colm's 6/1 Cromwell Road – no permission needed
6 Lorne Square – Installation of gas meter box – granted
11 Fidra Road – Alterations, extensions to house, formation of dormer windows, decked area, installation of air source heat pump – granted
1 And 3 Viewforth – Alterations to houses and formation of dormer – granted
15 Marine Parade – Erection of wall and formation of vehicular access and hardstanding area – granted
Beach Road – Parking meters – granted: This decision was discussed and it was agreed to write to the Planning dept to dispute their claim that the parking meter would allow for 1.2m of space given that the pavement itself is not wide enough to allow for the regulatory required space.
11 Marmion Road - Formation of decked area with steps and balustrade (Retrospective) – granted
11 Marmion Road – Formation of decked area with steps and balustrade (Retrospective) – granted
36-40 Victoria Road - Alterations to building
Re-roofing of building, erection of flue - granted
24A St Andrew Street - Renewal of planning permission 22/00747/P - Alterations, extension and change of use of workshop to 1 house and associated works – granted
1 The Stables Greenheads Road - Extensions to house, formation of decked and hardstanding areas, erection of walls, fencing, outbuildings and associated works – granted
1 West End Place - Alterations, extension to house, formation of hardstanding areas – granted
Oakwood Hamilton Road - Alterations, extension to house and formation of hardstanding area – granted
34 Dirleton Avenue - Demolition of building
Erection of 14 flats and associated works
– denied

	

	7 Treasurer’s Report
	7.1 The Treasurer confirmed that the following transactions had taken place during the last month from the Bank of Scotland (BOS) account – Expenditure: £13 to Scottish Power, £45 to Kathryn Smith for Calder Cup engraving, £78.40 to Kathryn Smith for poppy wreaths for Remembrance Day, 2 x £38 to Kathryn Smith for minutes and £15,079.17 which was the balance of the account was sent to the new RBS account. £6.25 was taken after this transfer by BOS as a service charge. Income: £6.25 was received from the RBS account to cover the service charge and the account was closed. Since the account was closed, the Treasurer has received a credit note for service charges of £4.25 but is now unable to access the closed BOS account.
7.2 The Treasurer confirmed that the following transactions had taken place during the last month from the Royal Bank of Scotland (RBS) account – Expenditure: £38 to Judy Lockhart-Hunter for minutes, £168 to Cllr Hamilton for defibrillator related expenses, £120 for tall hut, £57.60 to the Volunteer Car Scheme (see November minutes) and £6.25 to the BOS account for service charges. Income - £4900 from North Berwick Trust for defibrillators, £39.20 from ELC for poppy wreaths and £15,079.15 from the previous BOS account as above.
7.3 The Chairman asked the Treasurer to confirm the amount of the bank balance which belonged to the Associations of East Lothian Community Council (AELCC) as this would shortly need to be transferred to Gullane Community Council who would be taking over the Chairman position of AELCC from Cllr Miller who is currently Chairman of AELCC as well as NBCC.
7.4 As per the new process; when draft minutes have been sent out, either Cllr Egan or Cllr Cetingez (who both have access to the online banking account) will verify what has been recorded in the minutes and attest to the payments being correct at the following meeting. 
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	8 Parking Management Proposals
	8.1 The Chairman confirmed that he would be attending a meeting on Thursday, 4th of December in Haddington whereby, East Lothian Council Councillors, had been invited to listen to Community Councils across East Lothian give their views on parking charges.
8.2 The Chairman advised that several East Lothian Council Councillors had sent apologies for the meeting.
8.3 It was noted that the decision on parking charges for Dunbar, Haddington, Musselburgh and Tranent would be confirmed by East Lothian Council at their full Council meeting to be held on December 9th.
8.4 Paul McLennan MSP has created a survey on parking charges. It was agreed that NBCC would share the survey if Paul McLennan MSP removed party political branding from his survey in line with the approach taken when NBCC previously shared Craig Hoy MSP’s survey on the same topic. 
8.5 It was noted that the Parking Management Scheme in North Berwick was to be reviewed following a one year trial. It was agreed that NBCC would seek to clarify from ELC what their plans were for the one year review and what the scheme would be measured against to determine its success.
8.6 Cllr McFarlane requested proof from NBCC that ‘the vast majority of people in North Berwick don’t support parking charges’.
8.7 Cllrs debated the idea of submitting a ‘symbolic’ Vote of No Confidence in East Lothian Council owing to their repeated failure to act in accordance with the views of the majority of people in the town. Numerous examples were given when ELC appear to have acted against the will of North Berwick residents. 
8.8 Whilst members of NBCC believed that the majority of residents are against the parking proposals and that their petition against the measures signed by over 5k people provided a strong mandate to continue to oppose; members agreed they were unable to provide actual evidence of majority support.
8.9 It was agreed not to submit the vote of no confidence, following a vote: 8 against, 3 for.
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	9 Health & Wellbeing Association
	9.1 Cllr Egan confirmed that there had been no meeting since the last update. 
9.2 The next meeting is scheduled for January 27th 2026.
	

	10 Correspondence
	10.1 The Chairman confirmed that there was nothing to report.
	

	11 Any other competent business
	11.1 Expenditure –  A new plinth is required for the Calder Cup in order to be able to add future winners names to the trophy. A jewler in Haddington had quoted £185. This was approved. 

11.2 Law Nursery – It was noted that at the full Council meeting of ELC on December 9th, East Lothian Council Councillors would be voting on the changes to how funded nursery hours are delivered across the country. Proposals for Law Nursery in North Berwick would see the model move from a 2 day model providing families with childcare across 48 weeks each year, to a 5 day model across 38 weeks of the year. This means that Law Nursery would see its closure time move to 3pm each day and the 38 week model would allow for term time childcare only. The nursery would reduce it’s overall capacity from 2 groups of 80 children per week (160 total), to 120 children per day. It was noted that the new hours would be challenging for working families.
11.3 On The Move – The OTM group were planning to reply to the ETRO concerning the east end of the High Street. Changes to the east end were made under an emergency traffic order and ELC are now working through the process to make them permanent. Whilst some dismay was noted regarding the changes to the area outside the police station and the lack of disabled spaces, it was confirmed that the Traders overall are happy with how it has turned out and have written a letter to this affect. The Roads Dept at ELC have requested a meeting to discuss the changes. It was agreed that NBCC and the Traders should both be represented.

	










	12 Date of Next Meeting
	The date of the next meeting, would be on Tuesday 6th January at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre.
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