Royal Burgh of North Berwick Community Council
Minutes of Meeting held at 19.30 on
Tuesday 4th November 2025   
in the Community Centre, Law Road
Present: Kenny Miller (Chairman), Sally Egan (Vice Chairman), Colin Beveridge, Christiane Maher (Treasurer), Peter Hamilton, Bill Macnair, Ian Watson (via Zoom), Julie Cetingez, Isobel Green, Jim Goodfellow and John Wellwood
Also present: Judy Lockhart-Hunter (Minute Secretary), Doug Haig, Sandy Ford (North Berwick Harbour Trust), ELC Cllr Carol McFarlane, 3 members of the public 
	Agenda item
	Discussion
	 Action

	1 Welcome
	The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming all to the 1st meeting of the new term of the North Berwick Community Council.
	

	2 Apologies
    
   Absent
	Cllr Ross Richardson, Ken Hutchison (North Berwick Harbour Trust), ELC Cllr Jeremy Findlay and Anna McAlinden (local press)
ELC Cllr Liz Allan 

	

	3 North Berwick Harbour Trust
	3.1 Sandy Ford gave an overview of the North Berwick Harbour Regeneration Plan 

· The back wall at the far right of the harbour needs repaired.
· It is hard to raise money to repair a wall, however, raising money for a community building is more attractive.
· A visual of the project plan was shown on screen.
· A community building will be built in such a way as to reinforce the harbour wall.
· The community building (known as The Wash) would primarily provide facilities to support water sports and the clubs that operate in the area e.g. Yacht Club, Rowing Club, Kayak Club, Paddleboarding, Beach Wheelchairs etc.
· Facilities would include changing rooms, showers, meeting rooms as well as storage for the clubs e.g. for rowing boats, ribs etc.
· A lift or a ramp to the top of the main building would allow wheelchair users the opportunity to access the roof to take in the view. 
· The outdoor dingy park would be reconfigured allowing a central hub space to be created for retail – including the beach hut businesses, potentially food and coffee vans.
· Floating pontoons could be added to the harbour to support people accessing boats. 
· What is currently the seabird centre office could be relocated with a restaurant in its place. A full-length balcony would allow for a spectacular view. 
· The NBHT had carried out a survey on what local people wanted to see from the Harbour and the consensus from the survey had been considered when putting together the plans.
· The project is expected to cost £4m, with £2m off match funding being agreed by North Berwick Trust. A professional fundraiser has been hired.
· It was noted if these plans went ahead that the outdoor pool previously housed in the harbour would never return. However, if the Save The Outdoor Pool group wanted to create a tidal outdoor pool on the East Beach, this would be possible. NBHT would be supportive of the group pursuing this option. 

3.2 The RNLI ramp repair originally had planning permission approved 3 years ago. For various reasons, the project was altered and doesn’t reflect the approved plans. Retrospective planning permission has been applied for.
 
3.3 A concern was raised that the new smoother surface may result in homes on the lower quay being flooded. NBHT have taken advice and expect the smoother surface to allow water to drain back to sea more quickly than the previous rocky surface and that the problem may be alleviated. It will be clear by the end of the year and NBHT will work with the residents if problems arise.  

3.4 It was noted that in addition to the developmental work outlined above, the primary role of NBHT is to maintain the harbour and that this was a big role undertaken by volunteers. Thanks was given to the Trust for the efforts and commitment.

	

	4 Previous Minutes
	4.1 Adoption of the Minutes of the meeting held on the 7th October which had been circulated previously, was proposed by Cllr Cetingez and seconded by Cllr Egan.
4.2 Adoption of the Minutes of the Roll Call meeting held on the 21st October which had been circulated previously, was proposed by Cllr Egan and seconded by Cllr Macnair.
	

	5 Matters Arising
	The Chairman confirmed there was nothing to report.

	

	6 Police Report
	6.1 This month’s abbreviated police report, which had been circulated beforehand, was taken as read. 
6.2 There had not been a CAPP meeting since the last meeting of the Community Council. The next CAPP meeting would be held on 10th December.
	


	7 Planning matters
	7.1 The October planning applications were led by Cllr Maher.
7.2 The following new applications had been viewed beforehand and, following a brief discussion, no comments were made:
1 Rhodes Farmhouse Lime Grove - Erection of garden pod
St Colm's 6/1 Cromwell Road - Replacement windows
10 Whitecross Bow - Extension to house
1 Bank Street - Installation of roof windows to house, formation of vehicular access, hardstanding area, erection of walls, steps and gates.
12 Clifford Road - Installation of capping to wall head (retrospective)
5 St Baldred’s Crescent - Alterations, extensions to house, erection of fencing, gates, and car port
6 Lorne Square - Installation of gas meter box
103 Lochbridge Road - Change of use of flat to short term holiday let (Retrospective)
11 Marmion Road - Formation of decked area with steps and balustrade (Retrospective)
7 Westerdunes Park - Alterations to house
6 Glasclune Gardens - Erection of sunroom, shed, installation of solar panels, external battery store and canopy

7.3 The following new applications were viewed, discussed and commented on as follows –
4 Law Road And The Glebe Field 25/01086/P, 25/01079/CAC, 25/00919/LBC – after discussion it was agreed to request an extension for the Community Council to consider these three applications owing to the complexity of the proposals. 
Hamilton Road/Hamilton Court – notice of the introduction of no waiting restrictions had been received – after discussion it was agreed not to comment on this proposed application.

7.4 Decisions since last meeting –
8 Creel Court – replacement windows – granted
98A High Street– replacement windows– granted
11 Fidra Road – Alterations, extensions to house, formation of dormer windows, decked area, installation of air source heat pump – granted
106 Craigleith Avenue – extension to house – granted
29 Marmion Road – replacement doors – granted
The Lodge – erection of play park equipment and associated works – granted
Woodville 17 Cromwell Road - Alterations to house, erection of gate posts, formation of steps, installation of air source heat pumps and associated works – granted
Flat 1, 10 High Street – replacement windows – refused
Lower Deck 10B Marine Parade - Widening of vehicular access, formation of hardstanding area, steps, walls and associated works- granted
1 Fidra Court - Alterations, extensions to house, formation of dormers, hardstanding areas and steps – granted
The Coach House, Marly Knowe Windygates Road - Replacement windows and door – granted
13F Melbourne Place - Alterations to flat, formation of dormer windows and roof terrace – granted
3A Dirleton Avenue - Alterations, extension to house, erection of retaining wall and formation of vehicular access – granted
9 York Road - Demolition of sheds and gate
Formation of vehicular access, hardstanding areas, steps, erection of sheds, gates, pergola, walls, handrails and associated works – granted
Installation of 27 parking meters in the Conservation Area of North Berwick - granted

	

	 8 Treasurer’s Report
	8.1 The Treasurer confirmed that the following transactions had taken place during the last month from the Bank of Scotland (BOS) account – £97 to the Chairman for a gift to the outgoing Secretary for her long service, £6.25 in bank charges, £5000 for Christmas Lights, £14.39 to BWF Hosting Ltd for renewal of domain name, £13 to Scottish Power.
8.2 £57.60 had been received on behalf of the North Berwick Volunteer Car Scheme (NBVCS) at their coffee morning into the BOS account. NBVCS borrowed the NBCC card machine and these funds will be reimbursed in due course.
8.3 The Treasurer confirmed that the following payment had been made during the last month from the new RBS account which was now up and running - £15 to the Chairman to test the Worldpay system worked.
8.4 It was hoped to transfer the remaining balance from the Bank of Scotland account to the new Royal Bank of Scotland account before the end of the week.
8.5 The new RBS account has online banking and no requirement for 2 signatures to make a payment as has been the case previously with BoS. It was agreed that going forward, Cllr Maher will authorise payments independently and report her monthly payments back as normal at the next NBCC meeting. When draft minutes have been sent out, either Cllr Egan or Cllr Cetingez (who both have access to the online banking account) will verify what has been recorded in the minutes and attest to the payments being correct at the following meeting. 
	




	9 Parking Management Proposals
	9.1 The Chairman commented that he had attended the meeting with the Chief Executive, Tom Reid and Keith Dingwall (all ELC) to discuss the implications of the parking management proposals.
9.2 At the meeting, the Chief Executive stated that since the proposals had been approved as had the planning permissions, the parking management scheme would be implemented in North Berwick and confirmed there would not be a hearing.
9.3 The Environment and Heritage Trust had received a plan from ELC showing the location of all meters which are to be installed in the town and this would be shared amongst members of NBCC. Those who had seen it expressed dismay.
9.4 A legal challenge was likely to be the only possible next step. It was noted that ELC has effectively barred NBCC from taking legal action against them by restricting the use of the funds they provide from being used in this way.
9.5 Concern was reiterated about the proposals generally but particularly that the proposals leave the number of disabled spaces unacceptably low and potentially in breach of the Equalities Act. 
9.6 NBCC had previously been told verbally by ELC, that funds raised from the parking charges in North Berwick will be spent by ELC on ‘transport’ costs including road repairs across East Lothian. The money would not be ringfenced for North Berwick.
9.7 The Chairman is at Stage 2 with his complaint regarding the planning meeting for these proposals and intends to take the complaint all the way to the Ombudsman for an independent review.
	

	10 Health & Wellbeing Association
	10.1 Cllr Egan confirmed that there had been no meeting since the last update. 
	

	11 Correspondence
	11.1 The Chairman confirmed that there was nothing to report.
	

	12 Any other competent business
	12.1 Asset Review Paper – The paper had been circulated by the Chairman and was an enabling paper for ELC to progress the future of the Community Centre, Hope Rooms and Library.

12.2 The Library is to become a council hub.

12.3 ELC are keen to see the Community Centre transfer to community management. Reaching this goal could be a 3-year process. The Community Centre Management Committee and the North Berwick Community Development Company (NBCDC) have met. Discussion is underway regarding how best to work together. It is very early stages and a business plan has yet to be created.

12.4 Discussions regarding the Hope Rooms have not yet begun

12.5 Defibrillators – Cllr Hamilton advised that the defibrillator at the harbour is difficult to open. It was agreed the Chairman would write to the Harbour Trust who previously committed to replacing it.

	








KM

	13 Date of Next Meeting
	The date of the next meeting, would be on Tuesday 2nd December at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre.
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