Royal Burgh of North Berwick Community Council

Minutes of the 477th Public Meeting held at 19.30 on Tuesday 1st March 2016 

in The Fire Station, Station Road, North Berwick

Present:       Cllr David Kellock     Chairman

                     Cllr Kathryn Smith     Secretary

                     Cllrs M Baker, M Ellis, P Hamilton, W Macnair, G Moodie, J Scott, 

                      S Sinclair, H Smith, & I Watson

In attendance: ELC Cllrs D Berry & J Goodfellow, local press, 18 members of the public

1   Welcome:   The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed all those present.

2   Apologies: Cllr E Danks. ELC Cllr T Day & the police

3   Minutes of the Meeting held on 2nd February 2016:

3.1 Cllr H Smith commented that in 13.2 ‘other events and the wider community’ should be included in considering co-ordination of event arrangements.
3.2 Adoption of the Minutes, circulated previously, was proposed by Cllr J Scott and seconded by Cllr M Baker.

4   Matters Arising:

10.1 Car park, Marine Parade: The Chairman read out the response from ELC’s Head of Infrastructure on the various points raised from the previous month’s discussions. After further discussion, which included a presentation by Cllr Ellis as to the visual impact of the extension of the car park on to the beach, a vote was taken which resulted in 8 members having no objection, 2 objecting and 1 abstaining.                          
                                                                                                   ACTION: Cllr Kellock                                                                   

5   Police Report:

5.1 There was no police presence but the Secretary explained that this should change in coming months with PC’s Deborah Gray & Ian Paterson starting this week as dedicated community police officers in the town. In addition, a new Youth Community Officer, PC Amanda Johnston, was now in place and would cover most of East Lothian.
5.2 The Secretary read out the Police Report, which is summarised as follows - 

During the period of the Report there had been several incidents of note which were broken down in terms of the agreed priorities for the ward as follows –

1. Road safety – The East Lothian Community Action Team had carried out a roads check in the Dirleton Avenue area on 28th February. No offences were detected and no warnings issued.
2. Antisocial Behaviour – In the early hours of 13th February there was a report of a fight outside The Auld Hoose. However on police arrival, there was no sign of any disturbance; on the same evening, a male was issued with a recordable police warning for urinating in the High Street; in the early hours of 27th February there was a report of a fight outside The Auld Hoose. However, on police arrival, there was no sign of any disturbance
3. Housebreaking – Overnight between 23rd and 24th February a housebreaking occurred to a dwelling house in Dirleton Avenue where entry was gained and a number of personal items stolen as well as two BMW motor vehicles. One of the vehicles was found abandoned near The Jewel, Edinburgh on 28th February
Although this was the only housebreaking in the town over the past month residents are reminded to make sure all property is locked and secure, including vehicles and outbuildings. If property is left unoccupied for any length of time please notify neighbours and report any suspicious activity.
4. Parking – Parking in the High Street continued to be an issue. Local officers would carry out patrols whenever possible over the coming weeks.

5.3   Community and Police Partnership (CAPP) Priorities –

· Parking on pavements in Glenburn and Lochbridge Roads; speeding in Lochbridge Road area.
· Parking at primary schools

5.4   Date of next CAPP meeting – 30/03/2016 at 1930 hours in the Old Council Chambers

5.5    Other incidents of note – 
· On 26th February, a female entered Semi-Chem and stole a quantity of toiletries. Enquiries are ongoing to trace her.
· On 26th February, approximately 100 litres of fuel was stolen from a road roller which had been parked within the Law car park
5.6   The Auld Hoose 

The Secretary had received two e-mails from Forth Street residents complaining about the ongoing anti social behaviour outside the Auld Hoose.

Following discussion ELC Cllr Goodfellow suggested that the Community Council ask for a review of the licence at the next Licensing Board meeting which would be held on 24th March.                                                                  ACTION: Cllr K Smith
6   Planning Matters
6.1 The following new applications were viewed, discussed and commented on, where appropriate –

9 & 9a Fidra Road: Alterations to house and garage, erection of steps to house 9a and formation of hardstanding areas 9 and 9a.  No objection was raised.

8 Westgate: Change of use of shop (class1) to office (class 2). Concern was expressed over the loss of a retail unit in the High Street. It was understood that there was a presumption against such a change of use in the town.  ACTION: Cllr Moodie
81 Gilbert Avenue: Extension to house. No objection was raised.
10 Trainers Brae: Extension to house. Concern was expressed as to potential overdevelopment of the site but after discussion no objection was raised.

20 Gilsland Grange: Erection of canopy. No objection was raised.
Land by Gilsland Park, Grange Road: Change of use of agricultural land to riding arena, alterations, extension and part change of use of agricultural building to form stables for horses and associated works. No objection was raised. [Cllr Macnair left the room whilst this application was discussed.]

Shamba, 69 Dirleton Avenue: Extension to house, erection of porch, fencing and gate and heightening of garage roof. No objection was raised.

Tantallon Terrace Car Park: Change of use of grassed area to form car parking area. It was explained that ELC had permitted development rights over this area and NBCC was only being ask to comment on the 15 new parking spaces being provided. As access to the parking spaces would be directly from the road it was suggested that the individual spaces be separated by logs (similar to those in the Seabird Centre car park) to prevent parking parallel to the road by campervans and the like.
                                                                                                   ACTION: Cllr Moodie

4 Marly Green: Extension to house, changes to materials and profile of roof and erection of garden room. No objection was raised.

Bank House, 12b Westgate: Alterations to building. No objection was raised. [It was disappointing that trees had been removed at 12b and 21 Westgate but it was noted that new trees had been planted in their place.]

5 Melbourne Road: Alterations to flat. No objection was raised.

22 Lord President Road: Erection of one house, change of use of public open space to form vehicular access and associated works. No objection was raised.
4a Victoria Road: Alterations to flat. No objection was raised.

The Lodge, 1 Westerdunes Park: Extension to house. No objection was raised.

24a St Andrew Street: Alterations, extension and change of use of workshop to one house and associated works. No objection was raised.

Williamstone Farm, Gasworks Lane: Alterations and extension to building and demolition of walls, fencing and gates; conversion of agricultural buildings to form 3 houses and associated works. No objection was raised.

Rear of 18 Dirleton Avenue/ Ware Road: Installation of BT cabinet. No objection was raised..

3a Dirleton Avenue: Replacement windows. Concern was expressed that it should be a ‘like for like’ replacement.                                                     ACTION: Cllr Moodie
7   Area Partnership – representation
This item was deferred to next month’s meeting.
8    Community Rail Partnership:

8.1 Cllr Sinclair commented that the work on the extension to the platform was progressing. She explained, however, that the new trains would not be in East Lothian for another 18 months. There was a model of the new prototype of the trains at Waverley Station for anyone who wanted to see it. She would be attending a workshop later in the month when it was hoped that Abellio and Scot Rail would let the Partnership know what was expected of them. 
9    Children & Young Peoples Services Strategy:

9.1 The Response to the Consultation on the Children and Young People Services Plan 2016-2019 had been circulated. Cllr H Smith commented that there had been a number of submissions from North Berwick and that it was worth reading before the planned Community Council’s meeting with the Youth Project group on 16th March.
10   East Lothian Development Plan:

10.1 Cllr H Smith had attended the East Lothian Partnership briefing meeting on 22nd February at which a presentation on the East Lothian Local Development Plan had been given. Once the technical report was approved by ELC it would be forwarded to the Scottish Government. There were no proposals yet for the Cockenzie Power Station site which was still in the ownership of Scottish Power. The site was of national importance and of vast interest to ELC and the Scottish Government. The Secretary would circulate the links to the presentation.          ACTION: Cllr K Smith
10.2 ELC Cllr Berry announced that the new Community Hospital plans had been approved that day. The new hospital would be consolidated on the Roodlands site.  Hermandflat would be sold with the proceeds going to the Scottish Government.
11   Coastal Communities Museum:

11.1 The Community Council had been asked by the Friends of North Berwick Museum to support their submission of an invoice to ELC for VAT purposes. This was agreed.
11.2 Cllr Moodie announced that the new Coastal Communities Museum exhibition – 99 Objects – A History of the Coastal Communities – would be opening to the public on 25th March
12   Dementia:
12.1 The Chairman reported that the Dementia Friendly North Berwick Group was trying to raise awareness of dementia within the community and to encourage North Berwick to become a dementia friendly town. They had trialled a leaflet in some of the town’s businesses explaining how businesses and the whole community could help. It was hoped to extend this to all businesses and also to hold public events to highlight the issue.
13   Community Payback Work Team:
13.1 The Community Payback Work Team which delivers community led projects throughout East Lothian had e-mailed asking for ideas for a project which they could support. It was suggested that they might clear rubbish from the east beach.  

                                                                                                   ACTION: Cllr Kellock
14   Reports from Groups & Societies:

14.1 CAPP: The Chairman commented that the Drugs sub committee which he had been asked to chair would be meeting at the High School on 7th March.
14.2 Financial Report: The Hon Treasurer (Cllr Scott) tabled a Statement relating to the disbursement of the local priority funds to date which showed an anticipated surplus of £2,343 for the year. He proposed that £2,000 be transferred to the Christmas Lights account and this was agreed.
14.3 North Berwick Business Association: Cllr Macnair reported that with the grant from ELC approved matters were progressing regarding the information point in whynot? It was hoped that it would be set up by Easter. The next meeting of the Association would be on 21st March at whynot? A vote off thanks was proposed to the Association and whynot? for progressing this initiative.
15   Correspondence:

The Secretary had received the following communications – 
15.1 A Notice of Rent Review by ELC for the store at 45 Melbourne Place and Notice to Quit which will be withdrawn when the new lease has been signed. 

15.2 A letter about the Queen’s 90th Birthday commemorative medal for schools and councils with a complimentary medal.

15.3 An e-mail about the Community & Renewable  Energy Conference at the Golden Lion Hotel, Stirling on 15th & 16th March.

15.4 The latest Forth Estuary Forum Newsletter which contained articles about the Scottish Seabird Centre Award and the Beach Wheelchairs. ACTION: Cllr K Smith
15.5 An e-mail from the Scottish Seabird Centre about the BBC Countryfile awards to the SSC and the Bass Rock.
16   Any other competent business:

16.1 Members were reminded of the meeting with the Youth Project Group at 7.00 pm in the Hope Rooms on 16th February.

16.2 ELC Cllr Berry commented that the Paul Lawrie Match Play Golf tournament would be taking place at Archerfield at the beginning of August and would be a boost to the local economy.

16.3 Cllr Ellis asked about forming a working group to consider cycling in the town. It was pointed out there already was an Area Partnership group called On the Move. It was agreed that Cllr Ellis should be the community council’s representative on it.
16.4 ELC Cllr Day had written confirming that after a significant amount of investigation by ELC it had been concluded that a by-law to restrict overnight camping would not command the necessary support from the Scottish Government and that a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) would be a more appropriate mechanism to deal with the problem. As a number of TRO’s were planned for the town they would be ‘rolled’ up into one Order. This should have been carried out by now but given the limited resources, the Transportation Department have had to prioritise decriminalisation of parking. Once this has been finished and the traffic wardens are in place, work on the TRO’s would continue.
17   Date of Next Meeting:

The date of the next meeting of the Community Council will be held at the Fire Station, Station Road, North Berwick on Tuesday 5th April 2016 at 7.30 pm.
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