Royal Burgh of North Berwick Community Council

Minutes of the 474th Public Meeting held at 19.30 on Tuesday 1st December 2015 

in The Fire Station, Station Road, North Berwick

Present:     Cllr David Kellock     Chairman

                    Cllr Kathryn Smith     Secretary

                    Cllrs E Danks, P Hamilton, G Moodie, D Ritchie, J Scott, S Sinclair, I Watson

In attendance: Cllr T Day, local press, a member of the public
1   Welcome:   The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming new Councillor Gordon Moodie. He also paid tribute to outgoing Chairman, Cllr Sinclair and Mrs Anne Turgoose for doing the Minutes for the last two years.

2   Apologies: Cllrs M Baker, W Macnair, & H Smith; ELC Cllr D Berry

3   Minutes of the Meeting held on 3rd November2015

3.1 The adoption of the Minutes which had been circulated previously was proposed by Cllr E Danks and seconded by Cllr J Scott.
4   Matters Arising:

4.1 (3.1) Hogmanay: Cllr Hamilton noted that it was close to the deadline for closing the roads for management of the New Year celebrations. ELC Cllr Day commented that there would be a cost involved; he would report back.

                                                                                                                                              ELCllr Day

4.2 (3.2) Area Partnership: It was reported that local priorities had been examined at the last meeting. The only one put forward by NBCC which had not been accepted was the seagull proof solar bins as ELC had not identified sites for them but it was expected to be considered again next year. Cllr Ritchie commented that if money was not spent in time it would be lost each month; the annual allocation of £100,000 for the current year had been reduced as a result.
4.3 (3.7) Potholes on Abbey Road walkway: ELC Cllr Day reported that temporary work would be carried out to the pathway till the summer.

4.4 (4.4)CAPP: Cllr Watson reported that the Police could not act on the drugs issue till they had positive evidence.

4.5 (6) Resilience Table Top Exercise: Sandy Baptie, ELC Emergency Planning & Risk Manager, had congratulated Cllr Ritchie for the excellent work done by her in pulling together the Resilience Plan. It was agreed that Cllr Ritchie should be appointed Deputy Co-ordinator of the Plan. She confirmed that the final Plan had been distributed. Two hand salt spreaders were to be delivered and a ‘grab bag’ had been organised. The question of access to the Community Centre had still to be resolved.
4.6 (7) Website: The Chairman reported that the website had still to be updated; he would be meeting Pete Lugton to finalise matters shortly.

5   Police Report & CAPP Report:
5.1 It was disappointing to note that again there was no police representation. The Police Report had not been received in time for the meeting.

5.2    The Secretary read out the CAPP Report summarised as follows -
Actions Update -
· All town centre shops selling cigarettes had been visited to raise awareness of selling to those underage and had agreed to place a poster in their windows;
· A number of parking tickets had been issued in the High Street for loading bay and double yellow line offences; 
· A number of patrols had been undertaken in Lochbridge Road, Law View and surrounding areas in relation to recent youth complaints; 
· There had been a number of calls regarding youths loitering in the bus stop in Dundas Road.
Agreed Priorities for following month –

· Road safety in North Berwick focussing on speeding and mobile phone use;

· Conduct patrols of Lochbridge Road, Law View and surrounding areas in relation to recent youth complaints in evenings and during lunchtime;

· With regard to increase in drug abuse in North Berwick – increase awareness of issue around town and need for police to be informed; increase awareness of drug use within youth circles. Fast Forward to be requested to give drug talks at Youth Café.
 5.3 The date, time and venue of the next meeting were to be confirmed.
6    North Berwick Business Association:
There was nothing to report.

7    Christmas Lights:
7.1 The Chairman congratulated Cllr Scott and his team for the success of the event. All had gone well and 320 presents had been handed out. 
7.2 It was disappointing that the roots of a tree in Quality Street had been damaged by Scottish Power whilst repairing an electrical fault which had resulted in it having to be removed. This had created a gap in the lights in Quality Street. It was felt that the onus was on Scottish Power to replace the tree. It was suggested that perhaps a socket could be installed for a Christmas tree.

7.3 Cllr Watson commented that there were still problems with the tree climbers putting up the lights in the aviary car park tree but he expected this to be resolved in the next day or two.

8    Town Maps:

8.1 Cllr Sinclair had met with the North Berwick Business Association (NBBA) and a representative from ELC. It was clear that ELC was reluctant to fund more maps at present; they had produced a tear off version.
8.2 NBBA was looking at producing a commentary board at the harbour.

8.3 A date was still to be agreed with Keith Scott of ELC and ELC Cllr John McMillan to have drive around the town to look at signage.

8.4 The Community Rail Partnership had money available and was prepared to fund notice boards at each station. Scot Rail had been asked for a costing for providing these at each station.

9 North Berwick Trust:

9.1 The Secretary read out the following statement from the Trust –

‘As agreed at the Community Council’s last meeting (item 12.4) the matter of consultation with the community regarding how the free proceeds of the sale of the land should be spent was raised at the last meeting of the North Berwick Trust. It was accepted that no decision could be taken until the income to the Trust was secured. The Trust agreed to meet in January to begin the process of agreeing investment and disbursement strategies. No further comment could be made at this time.’
10   Community Rail Partnership:

10.1 Cllr Sinclair reported that the CRP Constitution had been agreed and a bank account was being set up. Harry Barker had been appointed Chairman. The mural at Prestonpans station was to be renewed the following week. 
10.2 Cllr Sinclair confirmed that Abellio would not support paying for toilets at the station. ELC had indicated funds would be available but there was still the problem of who owns the land. It was suggested this could be included in the next Area Partnership budget.

10.3 Platform extension – The Secretary read out a letter from Network Rail which had been sent to ‘railway neighbours’ notifying them that work would begin on 11th January to extend the existing platform to accommodate increased carriage lengths in the future and cope replacement and resurfacing works to the existing platform. This work would continue till 1st April. They would be working dayshift 08.00 hrs to 17.00 hrs (Monday-Friday) and nightshift from 21.00 hrs to 6.00 hrs (Saturday-Thursday) each week. It was explained that they are legally obliged to work on the railway at times that cause least disruption to trains and unfortunately this meant weekend and overnight working.  Concern was expressed at the impact this would have on affected residents and it was agreed to write to Network Rail requesting that they do all they can to minimise noise and disturbance, particularly overnight.
11   East Lothian Children& Young People Services Plan 2016-2019:
11.1 Details of this Consultation had been previously circulated. Members were reminded that the consultation ended on 20th December.
11.2 Cllr Ritchie was asked to get together with the Youth Network to consider any response.

12   Planning Matters:

12.1 The following new applications were viewed, discussed and commented on, where appropriate –

Carrick, Abbotsford Road: alterations to house, formation of raised decked area with steps, erection of gates and fencing, repainting of garage block, workshop and stores. No objection was raised.

2 West End Place: demolition of gate, formation of bay windows, vehicular access, hard standing area, steps, erection of walls and gates, as changes to the scheme of development, the subject of planning permission 15/00269/P. No objection was raised.
25 Links Road: erection of conservatory to ancillary residential building. No objection was raised.

73 High Street: alterations to shop front; display of advertisement. No objection was raised but it was suggested that standardisation of hanging signs in the High Street should be looked at.

2A Marine Parade: alterations, extension to house and formation of hard standing area. No objection was raised.

72 Lime Grove: change of use of public open space to domestic garden ground (part retrospective). No objection was raised.

Land at Mains Farm: application for approval of matters specified in conditions of planning permission in principle 13/00227/PPM – erection of 33 Houses and associated works (Walker Group (Scotland) Ltd – No objection was raised.
14B York Road: Widening of vehicular access to parking area. No objection was raised.

38 Gilbert Avenue: change of use of public open space to domestic garden ground and erection of fencing. No objection was raised

9 Glasclune Gardens: alterations to house. No objection was raised.

11 Glasclune Court: alterations to flat. No objection was raised.

Normanhurst, 16 Westgate: alterations and extension to building; erection of conservatory. No objection was raised.
13 Westerdunes Park: alterations to house. No objection was raised.

Flat 4, 2 York Road: replacement windows. It was noted that the replacement windows would be pvc. They should be replaced ‘like with like’ though it was understood that this view was being modified if near the sea. It was agreed to express concern.

45 St Baldred’s Road: extension to house. No objection was raised

2.2 Ferrygate: The Chairman commented that the Reporter had turned down ELC’s Appeal against the decision to allow this development. It was likely that the earlier Appeal would be turned down also.
13   Reports from Groups & Societies:

There was nothing to report.

14   Correspondence:

14.1 Decriminalised Enforcement of Parking: Comments on the proposed request for the introduction of decriminalised parking enforcement in East Lothian were welcome. It was agreed that this would be very welcome in North Berwick.
14.2 Speed Re-active Signs: The earlier planned move of the speed re-active signs in August had been delayed but the ELC Senior Roads Officer was planning to do so ‘as soon as practicable’. It was agreed that the Dunbar Road sign should be turned round but that the Tantallon Road sign should remain as it is. After discussion it was agreed a request should be made to introduce a 40 mph speed limit from the east side of the Caravan Park to the existing 30 mph sign.
14.3 RAGES: A request had been received from the Rail Action Group, East of Scotland for funding to assist in their campaigning to improve services, parking etc to North Berwick, Dunbar & East Linton. It was agreed that it was not appropriate for us to contribute in this instance.

14.4 Provost’s Reception: Two representatives from the Community Council had been invited to the Provost’s Christmas Reception at John Muir House on 10th December at 7.00 pm. Cllrs Ritchie & Hamilton agreed to attend.

14.5 East Lothian Tenants & Residents Panel: An invitation had been received to attend the ELTRP Christmas Party on 16th December. No–one was available to attend.

14.6 Coastal Communities Museum: A request had been received to display the WWW1 & WWW2 Memorial Books, which were currently in the Old Council Chambers, in the Museum. ????
14.7 Scottish Civic Trust My Place Awards: The Scottish Civic Trust was seeking nominations for buildings, places, spaces and people for My Place Awards 2016.  Nominations could be made by Community Councils, Development Trusts, Local history societies& other community-based voluntary groups. The deadline for nominations was 31st January
14.8 North Berwick Golf Club: An e-mail had been received from the Managing Secretary indicating the Club might be willing to put some monies towards the fireworks display as part of their PR campaign.

15   Any other competent business:

15.1 The Chairman commented as follows –
· North Berwick & District Association of Churches is looking for nominations for the annual award made to individuals or organisations carrying out voluntary work in their area.
· Cllr Macnair would have responsibility for tourism, including the NBBA, roads, street furniture, signage, the Harbour & the Law; Cllr Sinclair would have responsibility for transport and rail partnership matters.

· A Minute Secretary is still being sought.

· Cllr Moodie is considering taking over responsibility for planning.

15.2 Cllr Scott reported that North Berwick Fry were now using biodegradable containers

15.3 Cllr Ritchie proposed that the co-option of a parent from the School Parent Council should be discussed at the January meeting.
16   Date of Next Meeting

The date of the next meeting of the Community Council will be held at the Fire Station, Station Road, North Berwick on Tuesday 5th January 2016 at 7.30 pm
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